
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Earth Day Awards are presented to companies or individuals 
who exceed regulatory requirements in protecting the 

environment while developing essential natural resources. 
 

 
 
 

2008 Earth Day Award Winners with the 
Utah Board of Oil, Gas and Mining 

 



 

Anadarko Petroleum Corporation 

For 

Outstanding Results Following Applications of 

Innovative Environmental Technology  

 

Anadarko Petroleum elected to reduce surface impacts at its Natural Buttes 1022-13 
Project site in Uintah County.  While not required by Division of Oil, Gas and Mining 
Rules, or dictated by topography, Anadarko drilled 17 wells from two conjoined pads.  
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anadarko also constructed three evaporation/recycle ponds placed in a strategic and 
remote location in an area expected to undergo significant gas well development.  The 
ponds, called Goat Pasture, Pipeline and Bonanza, were designed so that recycled 
production water could be used for fracturing fluid, thus reducing freshwater depletion.  
 

 
 
 
Anadarko’s enterprising solutions have 
minimized surface impacts to habitat and 
viewshed, the need for additional roads, and 
road traffic.   
 
 
 
 



 
 

Canyon Fuel Company, LLC – Skyline and Sufco Mines 

For 

Wildlife Habitat Improvement Projects 

 

Extensive beaver dam-building in Carbon County’s Eccles Creek prevented cutthroat 
trout from migrating upstream to spawn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
On its own initiative, Canyon Fuel Company’s Skyline Mine developed a plan in 
conjunction with the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources and the Division of Water 
Rights to remedy the situation in time for the fall 2007 spawning season. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One dam was breached using a track hoe 
operated from the shoulder of State R
264, thus preventing damage to existin
riparian vegetation. 
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The other dams were modified by hand.   

 
The project has successfully provided cutthroat trout access to prime spawning areas 
upstream from the dams. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
In 2005, Canyon Fuel’s Sufco Mine participated with the Manti-LaSal National Forest in 
the installation of 1800-gallon wildlife water catchment systems, or guzzlers, to improve 
Sage Grouse habitat at a site in Sevier County. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A review of the site in 2007 determined the system was so efficient that there was excess 
water that could be used to provide an additional improvement to the habitat.  The excess 
water was used to create a riparian area important for sage grouse diet due to the 
abundance of insects and forb diversity.  
 
Sufco installed a valve and pipeline with soaker hoses, disked the ground and seeded it 
with a variety of forbs important to sage grouse.  Additional fence was constructed for 
site protection thus providing a dependable wetland area for sage grouse. 
 

 
 



 
Denison Mines (USA) Incorporated 

 
For 

 
Environmental Improvement to an Active Mine Site 

 
Reclamation of the Tony M Mine in Garfield County was completed in 2004.  
Widespread flooding in the fall of 2006 resulted in damage to some of that 
reclamation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Concrete foundations and drainpipes were exposed and several culverts were washed out, 
including some under a nearby county road. 

 
 



 
 
Denison Mines received approval to commence mining operations at the site of the Tony 
M mine in 2007. Although not required to do so, Denison removed unsightly concrete 
and other debris, rebuilt the stream crossing adding two new culverts, and opened the 
county road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Intrepid Potash 

For 

Historic Site Restoration - Bonneville Salt Flats Salt Lay-down Project  

 

In the 1990s observers noted the quality and quantity of the salt surface of the Bonneville 
Salt Flats in Utah’s west desert, famous for land-speed records and as a backdrop for 
movies and TV commercials, had declined. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1998, the then owner of the Wendover Potash facility joined with the BLM in a project 
to replenish the salt surface of the Bonneville Salt Flats. Relative fresh water was used to 
dissolve salt from a retired 900-acre evaporation pond. The saturated brine was then 
pumped onto the Salt Flats.  The brine evaporated during the summer months leaving 
behind salt. 

 



 
 
When Intrepid Potash obtained the Wendover site in 2004, the decision was made to 
continue with the project.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Three wells were drilled to supply water for the 
project, three pump stations were constructed to 
move the water, and several miles of transfer 
ditches were constructed as well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The project to date has relocated 7.9 million tons of salt onto the Bonneville Salt Flats, 
substantially improving the quality of the salt surface. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Questar Pipeline Company 

For 

Stakeholder Outreach 

Questar Pipeline Company demonstrated an exceptional willingness to reach out to 
stakeholders during its Southern System Expansion Project II.  The project consisted of 
59 miles of new, buried 24-inch diameter natural-gas pipeline and ancillary facilities that 
crossed Soldier Creek and Soldier Creek Road in Carbon County. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The road leads to Nine Mile 
Canyon, a National Backcountry 
Scenic Byway.  The Bureau of 
Land Management’s Visual 
Resource Management 
classification for that area seeks 
to retain the existing character of 
the landscape. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
While the permit for the p
was in compliance with that 
classification, Questar agree
to exceed the permit 
requirements and worked 
closely with the BLM’s visual 
resource expert and the Nine 
Mine Canyon Coalition to take 
all practical steps to minimize 
visual impacts.  
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Questar shortened the width of the construction right-of-way in specific areas, preserved 
specific trees that would help hide the pipeline, and strategically placed boulders and 
other native materials on the disturbed area during reclamation.  
 
 

 
The result was a pipeline right-of-way that was virtually unnoticeable to users of the road 
immediately after construction. 
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